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ELEMENTARY GROUNDBREAKING
On September 8th, 2022, Central Catholic l

The day began with an all-school Mass, after  
which Bishop Joseph Hanefeldt led leaders of the 
project in an opening prayer. Our own Jordan Engle 
and Jolene Wojcik also spoke, along with Mark 
Moravec of Chief Construction and Kristen Maser, 
Campaign Co-Chair for the project. 

E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  G R O U N D B R E A K I N G  C E R E M O N Y

The construction of the new Central Catholic Elementary School officially began on March 9, 
2023, with the turning of the dirt by future elementary students, Carson Engle, Marissa Golka and 
Dax Klein.  Others participating include Barbara & John Reilly, Campaign Co-Chairs Katie Goering, 
Kristen Maser & Kristen Klein, Bishop Hanefeldt, Bishop Emeritus Dendinger.

The elementary school will include resource rooms, an atrium, classrooms, and playground,  
all of which will serve its mission to educate and form young hearts to become both scholars  
and saints, prepared for the upper grades and for the world. 

It was an especially fitting day to begin this  
project as March 9 is the feast day of one of the  
church’s youngest saints, St. Dominic Savio,  
a mentee of St. John Bosco. 
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A WORD FROM OUR PRINCIPAL
Dear Crusader Family,

Each year during Catholic Schools Week (January 30 through 
February 3 this year), we are reminded of how blessed we are as 
a school family! 

From our students praying a live rosary to writing notes to our 
priests and seminarians, the week was certainly imbued with the 
faith. 

Being a school community also means having a great deal of fun 
together as well. From donuts and juice before class and to a 
“sweatpants afternoon” during which the students watched a movie in the gym. It was 
a great week to be together. 

Another big part of the week is the all-day adoration on Thursday.  I think the kids 
really appreciate it because it does give them a time to meditate and pray peacefully 
without any distractions.  

The week ended with the blessing of the throats by Bishop Hanefeldt during our all 
school Mass on the Feast of St. Blaise. 

All in all, we are so blessed and thankful for our Catholic School! l

With Christ’s Love,

JORDAN ENGLE, PRINCIPAL

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR NOTES
We often express our gratitude on these pages for our larger 
development efforts: our 25th Anniversary of the Knight, the 
great success of the elementary campaign so far, and Go Big 
Give coming up in May. All of which our generous parents and 
supporters make possible. 

We are also blessed to be witness to and supportive of the 
smaller happenings that occur throughout the year. During Lent, 
we are witness to the students passing by our door praying the 
Stations of the Cross. This past Christmas season, we helped 
the students raise money for the Hope Harbor homeless shelter as part of GICC’s 
Christmas Cheer efforts. 

Last month, the students took cookies and Valentines to the Grand Island Police 
Department and Fire Department. In addition, GICC had two students testifying at the 
state capitol for LB753, Opportunity Scholarships Act and the GICC Students for Life 
helped at the Pro-Life Coffee with the state legislators. 

We are proud to support the students here at GICC not only in making their education 
affordable, but also in their efforts to be good students and virtuous citizens in our 
community. l

Many blessings, 

JOLENE M. WOJCIK, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Gree�ngs Crusader Alumni and �oosters! 
I hope this newsle�er finds you well! It's been such an honor and privilege to serve the    
students and faculty of Central Catholic for the past year. Time and again, myself and my 
family have been astounded by the outpourings of support our school receives from all of 
you. With that said, thank you. Thank you for the support you've shown our school. Thank 
you for the support many of you have shown me during my first year as an administrator. 
Thank you for suppor�ng what has been an immensely successful capital campaign. Thank 
you for the future support of our school as we con�nue to advance the mission of Catholic 
educa�on in Grand Island. 
With the support of many, we've seen a number of improvements within our building during 
the past several months. A trip down Ruby Avenue shows a brand new facade on the     
building with energy efficient and secure windows. The Pat Kayl Science Lab as been         
completed with funds garnered from the 2018 Knight in Wonderland Fund‐an‐Item. Our 
chapel has been remodeled to become the jewel of our school with funds from the 2017 
Knight in Emerald City. We've also been able to generate a ton of interest in our school with funds made 
available for financial aid. God has smiled upon our efforts at Central Catholic to spread our        message 
throughout the community! 
Again, thank you for your con�nued support of our school. Please know that our alumni and boosters will 
always hold a special place in the prayers and inten�ons of our students and staff! Please never hesitate 
to stop in the office and say hello should you find yourself at Central! 

Jordan Engle 
Principal 

   A Word From the Principal 

Executive Director Notes 

It is with great honor and humility that I assume the role of Execu�ve �irector for the      
Central Catholic �evelopment Founda�on.  I was blessed with a Catholic educa�on growing 
up so it feels like I am “home” again.  My husband, Tim, and I have two daughters who  
graduated from this great school.  To our Central Catholic families, I extend our greatest 
gra�tude for choosing our school to partner with you in the educa�on of your children.  
Thank you to the administrators, educators and staff of our school; they are a dedicated 
group of individuals and I am grateful for all they do each and every day to serve our 
families and students.  I would also like to thank our suppor�ng parishes for the financial 
and spiritual support they provide.  We extend a sincere “thank you” to our donors who 
con�nue to help us make a �uality Catholic educa�on affordable and accessible to the 
families we serve.  We will work to be responsible stewards of the gi�s entrusted to us. 
The support and dedica�on of every single person, from student to community member, 
is what enables us to create a great place for the students we serve each day!  

Jolene M. Wojcik      
Execu�ve �irector 

h�ps���grandisland.igivecatholic.org�organi�a�ons�grand‐island‐central‐catholic  

Giving Tuesday ‐ December 3rd, 2019! 

�nspira�on for thousands of �atholics 
to give back!  Watch our social media pages for 

more details. 

FOLLOW US ON 
FACEBOOK

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

BISHOP 
JOSEPH G. HANEFELDT

CHRISTI REIN
PRESIDENT

JEFF PALIK
VICE-PRESIDENT

DAVID OSTDIEK
TREASURER

KELLIEY WEYERS
SECRETARY

KRISTEN MASER
PAST PRESIDENT

GREG ALBERTS 
CASEY CLAUSEN 
STEPH CONNICK 
TODD PRICE 
KELLY HENRY 
RANDY GLEASON 
JUSTIN JOHNSON 
SUE PIRNIE 
TENA HERBEK 
CAREY REILLY
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CONGRATULATINOS MONIKA PETERS
We congratulate our very own Monika Peters for being selected 
as the Kim West Dinsdale Excellence in Teaching award 
recipient.  The surprise ceremony took place after Central 
Catholic’s Christmas Mass on December 16th.  We thank Kim 
Dinsdale for having the passion and generosity to establish this 
esteemed award. Monika received six different nominations for 
this recognition.

GICC ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME
GICC’s Athletic Booster Club established the Central Catholic 
Athletic Hall of Fame, holding its first induction ceremony on 
February 3, 2023.  Inductees were Sharon Zavala, Jenny Green, 
Bobby Mills, Carl Tesmer – and not pictured, Jenny Kropp-
Goess, KC Cowgill and John Parrella.  Congratulations to these 
Crusaders!

Congratulations to Frank and Janice Krolikowski, long time 
Crusader supporters! They celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary on September 23, 2022.

DID YOU KNOW?
THE CLASS OF 1966 GATHERS EVERY MONTH!
Lunch at the Vet’s Club – first Wednesday of the month at Noon 
1914 W. Capital Avenue, enter through the south door

CLASS OF 2017 AND CLASS OF 2018!
We have yearbooks that were finally delivered in December for 
the Class of 2017.   
We also have the 2018 yearbook available for order for $50. 
You can donate to the Foundation and receive your yearbook – 
a win – win!    

CNFL DIRECTOR OF THE YEAR
Our own principal, Jordan Engle, was 
honored as the 2023 CNFL Director of 
the Year. He was recognized during 
the CNFL (Central Nebraska Forensic 
League) speech meet held January 28, 
2023.  The GICC speech team had an 
outstanding year!
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Last fall’s A Sterling Knight was our most successful yet! Thank you to 
Knight Co-Chairs Jennifer & Greg Alberts and Stephanie & Brandon 
Connick for their great leadership of our 25th Knight.  
 
Our “fund an item” this year was for the new school cafeteria and 
kitchen, which was in need of a redesign.  Our cafeteria redesign began 
construction this past December.
 
We raised over $70,000 (in minutes!) for this great gift to all our GICC 
students. We’d like to thank the following donors for their support:

$ 1 0 , 0 0 0
Kim and Tom Dinsdale
Tom and Sue Pirnie

$ 5 , 0 0 0
Greg and Jennifer Alberts
Josh and Anny Anderson
Janie and Harry Hoch Jr.
John and Barbara Reilly

$ 2 , 5 0 0 +
Mike and Jean Hamik

$ 1 , 0 0 0 +
Roger and Barbara Clark
Casey and Ashley Clausen
Ryan and Laura Dexter
Jerry Heidelk and Chinaza Ezewudo
Justin and Sara Graybill
Scott and Mindy Rief
Steven and Cheri Schmidt
Steve and Karla Schneider
Jeremiah and Katie Stump
Joe and Jennifer Stump
Mike and Jean Wenzl

$ 5 0 0 +
Gable and Jamie Baldwin
Jeff and Rita Hamik
Kiran Hamik
Doug and Tena Herbek
Justin and Molly Johnson
Hank and Kathy McFarland
Clyde and Rosemary Meis
Mark and Renee Miller
Mike and Jennifer Redman
Jimmy and Melissa Reed
Kevin and Tami Reilly
Steve and Kim Ryan
Kenneth and Rose Mary Staab
Shane and Lisa Stava
CJ and Bana Stec
Mike and Bonna Wanek

$ 2 0 0 +
Alec and Keri Anania
Brandon and Stephanie Connick
Rob and Amy Czaplewski
Jordan and Jenna Engle
Matt and Sarah Gangwish
Sean and Jackie Gellatly
John and Katie Goering
Michael and Megan Hoch
Rick and Katie Kearns
Brad and Amber Kelly
Greg and Mary Keslar
Tino and Erin Martinez
Matt and Michelle McNamara
Mark and Judy Moravec
Rich and Amy Ostdiek
Jim and Christi Rein
Bill and Colleen Spieler
Steve and Beckie Stec
Connie Swanson
Scott and Kellie Weyers
Tim and Jolene Wojcik

The Grounded in Faith - Building our Future 
capital campaign for the new Central Catholic 
Elementary School has raised over $8.2 million 
toward our $11 million goal!
 
During Catholic Schools Week, January 30 - 
February 4, we launched the public phase of 
our campaign and we are asking all families, 
parishioners, individuals, foundations, and 
businesses to lend their support to this once in 
a lifetime gift to our community.

With a Fall 2024 Waitlist of over 220 students in grades Pre-K through 5, it is 
imperative that we continue raising funds and collecting pledges so that we 
can open our doors to these bright new students awaiting a Catholic education. 
We invite you all to consider making a generous gift over a five-year pledge 
period. If you have not received a campaign mailing with a pledge card, please 
contact the Foundation Office at 308-382-5499, located on campus at 1200 
Ruby Avenue, Grand Island, NE 68803. Or you can complete a pledge online 
by visiting us at gicentralcatholic.org/elementary-school.html. 
 
Thank you all, including our wonderful honorary and campaign chairs, for 
making this happen! We are blessed beyond measure!

CAMPAIGN LEADERSHIP
  

HONORARY CHAIRS
Kim & Tom Dinsdale
Jean & Mike Hamik
Sue & Tom Pirnie

Barbara & Dr. John Reilly
 

CAMPAIGN CHAIRS
Katie & Dr. John Goering

Kristen & Brett Klein
Kristen & Matt Maser

 
PASTORAL LEADERSHIP

Bishop Joseph G. Hanefeldt
Bishop James R. Golka

Bishop William J. Dendinger

LEARN MORE

MAKE A PLEDGE 
TODAY
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At Central Catholic, we have always been proud of 
our community—our family. Whether alumnus, staff, 
parent, or friend of our school, your support impacts 
the students in tremendous ways, and we value the 
strong ties that hold our community together.  
GO BIG GIVE is an online, 24-hour fundraising event 
held in May that helps us reach our financial goals.

ON MAY 4, WE HOPE YOU WILL JOIN US FOR 
ONE DAY OF EXTRAORDINARY GIVING. This 
is an exciting time for Central Catholic as we 
make progress toward implementing a Catholic 
Elementary School in Grand Island and pave 
the way for the future of Catholic education and 
our community. Let’s come together to make a 
collective impact for our current and future students 
and to keep Central Catholic thriving!

ONE DAY.
ONE MISSION.

Help pave the way for 
Central Catholic’s future.

WHAT WOULD $75,000 IN 
GIFTS MEAN FOR THE SCHOOL?

• Chromebooks for all Crusaders

• 5-year renewal of curriculum improvements

• Tuition assistance

Whatever the size of your gift, we appreciate your 
continued support in our mission to provide the 
students and staff the best experience possible. For 
our Crusader community, there’s no better day to 
come together and make a difference!

THANK YOU TO OUR MATCHING DONORS!
Each will donate $10,000 for a total of 

$30,000 in matching funds!

• Mike & Jean Hamik      
• Tom & Sue Pirnie     
• Dr. John & Barbara Reilly

Or you can drop off or mail a 
check made out to “Go Big Give”.

M A Y  4 T H  •  G O  B I G  G I V E

Donate Online at:
www.gobiggive.org/GICCfoundation
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One chilly morning before school in Miss Wiles’ classroom - 
big and spacious and filled with light - Mary and I are talking 
hard and fast. You have to talk fast to Mary because at any 
moment a student could interrupt needing the ministrations 
that only Miss Wiles can offer. Sure enough, suddenly in the 
room appears Matthew Anderson, a sweet, big-eyed seventh 
grader. He stands forlornly and very small in the doorway 
and stares pleadingly at Mary.  “My grandpa died,” his voice 
trembles. 
“Oh! Oh!” Mary cries. Immediately she’s across the room 
gathering the boy in her arms and making comforting noises 
as he sobs against her. I slip out quietly feeling as if I’ve 
intruded upon a sacred moment.
This is what Miss Wiles does every day, and the rest of us 
who teach with her take for granted her special role at Grand 
Island Central Catholic. Mary Wiles is always there, not just 
for her students but for all of us. We cannot imagine GICC 
without her calm and quiet presence.
More than 30 years later, Matt Anderson is the husband and 
father of three boys, but he remembers that moment as if it 
was yesterday. “When I heard she’d passed, it was the exact 
event I thought of,” he says now.  “She didn’t care about 
anything else other than compassion for the student who was 
hurting.”
After a long illness, Mary Wiles takes her last breath on Feb. 
21st - the day before Ash Wednesday. 
Somehow, during her 38 years at Central Catholic, no student 
ever felt guilt about sharing family dilemmas or difficulties 
with Miss Wiles. Kids turned to her instinctively when family 
members died, when parents divorced, when relatives 
suffered from substance abuse. Or they came to her because 
they’d plain old flat messed up and needed reassurance.
“A saint is only a person who keeps trying,” she reminded 
them gently.
Every single student and staff member received a 
handwritten birthday card from Miss Wiles. Mike Rohweder, 
1984 grad and now GICC’s business manager, still saves the 
card Miss Wiles gave him when he was a senior - because, 
of course, Mike saves everything. But this particular item is 
important.
“Can you imagine being so excited to get a card on your 18th 
birthday from your old religion teacher?” he says. A card from 
Miss Wiles, however, with her signature Hallelujah Man and 
distinctive penmanship, was considered a prized possession 
for life.
Aside from the birthday cards and personal counseling, 
students especially remember sitting on the floor cross-
legged with Miss Wiles, who sat on the floor right along with 
them until old age prevented her from doing so. She guided 
them through the Sacraments and Church teachings while 
at the same time leaving all the time in the world for the 
questions that only young, curious minds wonder about.
“But what if my uncle didn’t get baptized? Is he going to Hell?” 
a worried seventh grader asks.
Oftentimes, the discussions veer off topic, but every child 
feels comfortable to broach the unthinkable. “Will there be 
sex in Heaven?” or “If I secretly call my baseball coach a 
douche bag - but only in my mind - is that a sin?”
Mary entertains all of us in the faculty lounge with kids’ unique 

questions but never divulges 
identities or confidences. 
Students understand 
everything stays within the 
four walls of Miss Wiles’ 
classroom.
They remember the annual 
Christmas project of boxing 
up hundreds of donated 
items to deliver to needy 
families, raking leaves at St. 
Mary’s Convent, celebrating 
the Blessed Mother’s birthday 
with an actual birthday cake, 
and always abruptly bowing 
their heads to pray when an ambulance siren blares from 
outside.
Miss Wiles never raises her voice and never runs out of 
patience. One day, however, when the eighth graders are 
particularly rowdy, social studies teacher James Lowry hears 
the wild commotion in Mary’s room next door and peaks in to 
see kids laughing and screaming while Mary stands serenely 
next to the window and stares outside. “You okay, Miss Wiles?” 
he asks.
She turns, surprised. “Oh, yes,” she says. “Sometimes when I 
get upset, I look out the window to say a little prayer and think 
about my Colorado mountains.”
James Lowry, demon that he is, makes it his mission to hear 
Miss Wiles swear.
“Just one cuss word,” he constantly teases her. “Just one.”  
She laughs like a little girl and ignores him. 
One unforgettable day, however, she slips into his classroom. 
“Mr. Lowry, I only have one thing to say.” She desperately 
attempts to keep a straight face. “You’re a butt.”  Lowry stares 
at her. “Oh, COME ON!” he derides her. “That doesn’t even 
count! If you’re gonna cuss, drop the big one, Miss Wiles!”
She giggles and blushes and waves him away. It’s all she’s 
willing to give.
The years pass, and one day we notice Miss Wiles is climbing 
the stairs a little more slowly. The huge and demanding 
Christmas-giving project must be put aside, and our beloved 
Miss Wiles is getting tired. We are devastated the day she 
announces her retirement. At the last all-school Mass of 
2014, religion teacher Dee Hanssen asks us to acknowledge 
Miss Wiles’ many years of service to the school, and I think 
the gym full of kids, teachers and parents will never stop 
applauding. It is a full five minutes before everybody wipes 
away tears and finally sits.
During her retirement, she doesn’t travel to her Colorado 
mountains for very long before ill health keeps her 
homebound. Dialysis treatments and doctors’ visits consume 
her days. Because Mary lives alone and her siblings reside out 
of state, she relies on her friends. From every corner of her 
world, they respond. 
Good buddy and former religion teacher Patty Golka drives 
Mary to appointments and works week after week to sort 
through Mary’s possessions from school that still fill her home. 
Deb and Gary Houdek drive in from Chapman to offer their 
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 

OUR GICC SAINT - MISS MARY WILES
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RHONDA BALDWIN
Survived by her husband, Ron; 
children, Gable (Jamie) Baldwin, 
Alisha (John) Baldwin-Humphries; 
one grandson; brothers, Jeff 
(Kari) Bourke, Tim (Chris) Bourke, 
Bob (Kris) Bourke, Steve Bourke; 
and siblings-in-law, Deb (Kevin) 
Baldwin, Jim (Sheri) Baldwin, and 
Gary Baldwin; and many nieces 
and nephews.

CARLOEE AND LAWRENCE EGGING
Survived by children Father 
Marty Egging, Carmen (Steve) 
Draper and Kent Egging; one 
granddaughter; many nieces, 
nephews and cousins. 

DARLENE FAGAN
Survived by her children Don 
(Nancy) Fagan, Tim Fagan, and 
Kathy (Willy); four grandchildren; 
seven great-grandchildren; and 
niece, Jane (Mark) Gloor.

CAROLYN (COOKIE) GILROY
Survived by husband David; 
children Mark (Gina) Gilroy, Jodi 

(Nick) Heintz, Rick (Stacey) Gilroy 
and Jill (Nick) Ricono; seven 
grandchildren; four nieces and 
one sister-in-law.

HELEN HANEFELDT
Survived by children Pam 
(Deland) Reynolds, Bishop Joseph 
Hanefeldt, Jerry (Dixie) Hanefeldt 
and Bill (Kris) Hanefeldt; three 
grandchildren; and ten great-
grandchildren. 

NADEAN HOELCK
Survived by her children Greg 
Hoelck, John (Cameron) Hoelck, 
Annabet (Lonny) Foster and Kathy 
White; 11 grandchildren; eight 
great-grandchildren; several 
nieces and nephews. 

MARK MACIEJEWSKI ‘79
Survived by his wife, Beth; son, 
Adam Maciejewski (Tiera); two 
grandchildren; mother, Gladys 
Maciejewski; brothers, David 
Maciejewski (Stephanie), and Paul 
Maciejewski; sister, Pam Benner 
(Kirk). 

DOLORIS (DEE) MCGOWAN
Survived by daughters Shaunna 
(Dan) Sjomeling, Jackie (Mitch) 
Berke and Deidre (Mike) Henton; 
sons Tom (Brenda), Dave (Ann) 
and JJ (Allison); 20 grandchildren; 
and 18 great-grandchildren. 

MICHAEL O’MALLEY ‘68
Survived by children 
Kathleen (Brent) Celmins and 
Caitlin (Andrew) Bird; three 
grandchildren; brothers Patrick 
(Claudia), Daniel, William (Sandy), 
James (Jessica), Randy (Nona); 
sister Maureen (John) Wagoner; 
many nieces and nephews. 

CLEETIS MEYER
Survived by her children, Mary 
(Brian) Berry, Christine (Ron) 
Golka, and Julie (Russel) Skeen; 
10 grandchildren and six great-
grandchildren.

PAMELA SNOW
Survived by husband, Marc; sons 
John (Christine) Snow and Marcus 
(Erin) Snow; five grandchildren; 

brother John (Sarah) Hilton; 
sister-in-law and brothers-in-law 
Connie & David Snow and Janet 
& Robin Elstermeier; many nieces, 
nephews and cousins. 

KONGMANY (MANIVONG) 
SOUVANNASOTH
Survived by her children 
Sonephet Manivong, Phou 
(Morganne) Manivong, Anousone 
(Chaeli) Souvannasoth, Kaisone 
Souvannasoth, and Oudon 
Souvannasoth; her grandson, 
Kalen Manivong; and her siblings 
and their spouses.

BOB WIESE
Survived by wife Joan; children R. 
Todd (Amy) Wiese, Steven (Megan 
Unvert) Wiese and Scott (Melissa) 
Wiese; seven grandchildren; 
numerous nieces and nephews.

OUR HEARTFELT CONDOLENCES

services and friendship. Sister Ann Ference checks on her 
regularly, and former teacher Doris Rempe delivers Mary to 
endless appointments, even to Lincoln and Omaha. Good 
friend Ann Miller, even after she’s ministered to her dying 
husband, takes on the responsibility of helping to drive Mary 
to dialysis, and Alberto and Maria Ortega along with their 
triplets - all Mary’s former students - become Mary’s most 
important neighbors. Alberto drives her to dialysis three 
mornings a week, and he and his boys mow her yard and 
scoop snow every winter. Dawn Zulkoski is the child Mary 
never had and Mary’s closest friend. No task is too great for 
Dawn. Dawn’s own girls are like grandchildren to Mary, and 
Dawn is by Mary’s side at a moment’s notice.
“I can’t think why all these people are so willing to help me,” 
Mary marvels, shaking her head. “I couldn’t survive without 
them.  But Miss Wiles is only reaping what she’s sown for the 
last many, many years. People are there for Mary because 
Mary was there for them.
Along with retired English teacher Julie Kayl, I visit Mary two 
weeks ago. We don’t realize it will be the last time we ever 
talk to her. She’s staying at Good Samaritan Assisted Living, 
and she’s slightly confused. Although it’s seven in the evening, 
Mary thinks it’s morning time.
“Look at what they gave me for breakfast.” Indignantly, 
she holds up a plate of chicken and peas. “Do you call this 
breakfast?” 
I ignore her irritation and instead give her my small offering. 
GICC Development Director Jolene Wojcik has asked me 
to deliver a Christmas card to Miss Wiles that arrives at the 
school’s Foundation Office.
“It’s from Bishop Golka!” I hand the card to her. The plate 
of food is now forgotten, and instantly Mary’s confusion 
disappears. She smiles her radiant smile. Former student Jim 

Golka, now Bishop James Golka of the Diocese of Colorado 
Springs, is one of Mary’s favorite people in the world. 
The card reads simply, “I love you, Mary! Jim”
Mary’s delight is obvious. 
The very next day, she’s rushed to the hospital with a brain 
bleed, and by the time Mrs. Kayl and I see her again, Mary is 
unresponsive. Her decline is swift. Nevertheless, her good 
and gentle friend Ann Miller spends hours by Mary’s side 
talking to her as if she’s completely aware and responsive.
As they learn of her impending death, former students 
post their favorite memories of Mary Wiles on Facebook - 
hundreds of them - and Ann sits close to Mary to read aloud 
every single one of them. In response to the many posts, 
Ann assures graduates that she’s read their messages to 
Miss Wiles. Robyn Darling Deck, one of Mary’s much loved 
students, posts a fervent message to Ann.
“Oh, my heart is breaking,” posts Robyn. “She is one of the 
most beautiful souls I have ever met. Ann Miller, please let 
her know I am so thankful for everything she did for me in my 
youth!”
Ann writes back a post of reassurance: “Robyn, I told her. I am 
sure she heard me.”
Without a doubt, she hears all her kids - even now from 
Heaven.
“Miss Wiles is a saint,” Mary’s former student Dan Elliott writes. 
“I’m happy to know she will be praying for us.”
How could she not? Mary Wiles will spend eternity praying for 
every single one of us. 
That’s what Saints do.
By: Cathy Howard

OUR GICC SAINT - MISS MARY WILES CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7 
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DECEASED CLASSMATES OF 1970
Class of 1970
ROGER ARTHUR MEMORIAL
Placke, Jean
REV. ANDREW AUGUSTYN MEMORIAL
Placke, Jean
DENNIS & DARLENE BADURA 
MEMORIAL
Lyons, Andrew
RHONDA BALDWIN MEMORIAL
Alberts, Gregory and Jennifer
Connick, Brandon and Stephanie
Gellatly, Sean and Jackie
Rerucha, Greg and Lisa
Schumann, Howard
Steinke, Doug and Rebecca
PAUL J. BARTEK MEMORIAL -- 
FAMILY
Bartek, Jon and Cynthia Simpson
KATHLEEN BIXENMANN MEMORIAL
Hiller, Timothy and Marilyn
JERRY BRAND MEMORIAL
Bender, Ron and Kim
FRANKLIN BROTT MEMORIAL
Placke, Jean
RICHARD “DICK” BROWN MEMORIAL
Nolan Brown, Kristine
RENAE BRUNS MEMORIAL
Durning, Brian and Deb
MARY V. RYAN BUCK MEMORIAL
Dubas-Werner Family
MARGARET BUKOWSKI MEMORIAL
Placke, Jean
HOWARD CHIARBOS MEMORIAL
Placke, Jean
JAMES DAVIDSON MEMORIAL
Placke, Jean
MARY JO DOWD MEMORIAL
Placke, Jean
CAROLEE EGGING MEMORIAL
Curran, Randy and Trish
Janda, David and Carol
LAWRENCE EGGING MEMORIAL
Janda, David and Carol
RANDY ENGEL MEMORIAL 
Curran, Randy and Trish
DARLENE FAGAN MEMORIAL
Bob & Nancy Brown and staff of Big Horn 

Galleries
AMGL - CPA’s & Advisors
Barnes, Janet & Kristine & Kim Manning
Crist, Robert and Jean
Dolton, Tom and Kristie
Dowding, Vince and Nancy
Farha, Art and Jan
Frei, Don and Grace
Gloor, Mark and Jane
Grudzinski, Allen and Pat
Hanrahan, Catherine
Kittridge, Jane 
Kleine, F. Michael
Lukasiewicz, Randy
McElroy, John and Kathleen
McGrath, Melissa & James Kinnally
Rank, Laurie
Reilly, John and Barbara
Rice, Thomas and Marjorie
Sullivan, Myrna 

Wanitschke, Donna 
Wenzl, Norbert
Woodward, Carol
Ziller, Bob and Dianne
PAT AND BARBARA FARRELL 
MEMORIAL
Heaton, John and Babette
IBRAHIM GEBEIRA MEMORIAL
Schumann, Howard
CAROLYN “COOKIE” GILROY 
MEMORIAL
Harper, Tony and Barbara
Houghton, Bruce
Jewell, Taylor
Kort, Brian and Shelly
Schumann, Howard
Shmidl, Tim and Theresa
Staab, Kenneth and Rose Mary
ED GOWLOVECH MEMORIAL
Placke, Jean
GRANGE FAMILY MEMORIAL 
Grange, Thomas and Cynthia
HELEN HANEFELDT MEMORIAL
Curran, Randy and Trish
Engle, Jordan and Jenna
Maser, Matthew and Kristen
Placke, Deacon Don and Jan
Sindelar, Francis and Rose Ann
Wojcik, Tim and Jolene
JOHN HARRIS MEMORIAL 
Wenzl, Pat and Linda
VIRGINIA HARRIS MEMORIAL
Wenzl, Pat and Linda
WILLIAM ‘BILL’ HARRIS MEMORIAL
Wenzl, Pat and Linda
LILA HILLER MEMORIAL
Tillman, Penny
NADEAN HOELCK MEMORIAL
American Association of Grain Inspecting 

& Weighing Agencies
Apfel, Gaylord and Joan
Atchity, Victor Mike and Dianne
Bassett, Brian and Patty
Bohnart, Mary
DeMars, Gay
Deveny, Patrick
Five Points Bank
Foster, Lonny and Annabet
Gary Michael’s Clothiers
Hansel, Carol
Harms, Rodney and Dianne
Heier, Keith and Pam
Hoelck, Leroy
Hoff Cleaners
Lammert, Bill and Jude
Lewandowski, Kathy
Mendyk, Randy and Maureen
Nabity, Thomas and Jeanne
Northrop, John
Rasmussen, David and Barbara
Roberts, Gretchen
Roberts, Susan
Stinson, Chris
Sullivan, Michael and Patricia
Thayer, Daniel and Lisa
Wanek, Mike and Bonna
Wanitschke, Donna
Werner, Philip and Colleen
DAN HOSTLER MEMORIAL
Placke, Jean

LEONARD HUPF MEMORIAL
Sweley, Roger and Debra
PAULINE “POLLY” HUPF MEMORIAL
Sweley, Roger and Debra
DAN JACOBSON MEMORIAL
Placke, Jean
JEANNETTE (ARGO) JAMES 
MEMORIAL
Dubas-Werner Family
DARLENE (ROEPKER) JANSEN 
MEMORIAL
Placke, Jean
CHRISTINA KATROUZOS MEMORIAL
Sindelar, Francis and Rose Ann
CONRAD & DELLA KAUP MEMORIAL
Kaup, Barry and Heather
Medtronic Foundation
PATRICK KAYL MEMORIAL
Dey, Joseph and Mary
LLOYD “BUD” KEENPORTZ 
MEMORIAL
Sindelar, Francis and Rose Ann
TOM KOEHLER MEMORIAL
Placke, Jean
RICHARD KOSINSKI MEMORIAL
Smollen, Al and Maureen
The Kosinski Family
KEN KULUS MEMORIAL
Kulus, LaVonne 
WARREN LESCHINSKY MEMORIAL
Placke, Jean
MARY ANN LEWANDOWSKI 
MEMORIAL
Placke, Jean
MIKE LEWANDOWSKI MEMORIAL
Placke, Jean
DALE AND MARY LYON MEMORIAL
Lyons, Andrew
LEO “LEE” MACHMULLER 
MEMORIAL
Sindelar, Francis and Rose Ann
MARK MACIEJEWSKI MEMORIAL
Curran Funeral Chapel
Maciejewski, Gladys
Rice, Justin and Michelle
Rice, Lonnie and Patricia
MARCIA MCDERMOTT MEMORIAL
Placke, Jean
MILDRED MCDERMOTT MEMORIAL
Placke, Jean
DOLORIS (DEE) MCGOWAN 
MEMORIAL 
Albin, George
Baker, Russ and Pam
Blessed Sacrament Church
Brand, Ken and Mary
Buchta, Bill and Nancy
Curran, Randy and Trish
Durning, Brian and Deb
H. Investment Company
Henton, Michael and Deidre
Hummel, Lonnie and Bonnie
Knauss, Stuart and Tammy
Lewandowski, Ed and Marlene
Maloley, Mike and Ronda
McCaffery, Mark and Kay
McGowan, Mark and Kim

McGowan, Patrick and Annmarie
Poehler, Pete and Patrice
Redman, Michael and Jennifer
Rock, Sandra 
Rohweder, Suzanne 
Sindelar, Francis and Rose Ann
JACK MCGOWAN MEMORIAL
Henton, Michael and Deidre
McGowan, Patrick and Annmarie
Rock, Sandra
CLEETIS MEYER MEMORIAL
Engle, Jordan and Jenna
Genereux, Mike and Sheryl
Goetz, Paul and Ann
Golka, Ron and Christine
Keslar, Gregory and Mary
Mahoney, Sandra
Manivong, Phou and Morganne
Rafert, Doug and Linda
Rempe, Vern and Doris
Skeen, Russel and Julie
Wojcik, Tim and Jolene
GRACIE MAE MUELLER MEMORIAL
Roberts, Stephanie
FR. JAMES O’KANE MEMORIAL
Allen, Robert and Roseann
Knights of Columbus #10387 - St. Leo’s
Nabity, Al and Beata
Reilly, John and Barbara
Rice, Lonnie and Patricia
Sindelar, Francis and Rose Ann
MICHAEL O’MALLEY MEMORIAL
Schuett, Dennis and Barbara
Slattery, Alan and Ruth Ann
GARY PEACE MEMORIAL 
Schumann, Howard
Jones, Janiece
ROSE ANN (BOEHL) PFEIFFER-
WODRICH MEMORIAL
Placke, Jean
GERHARD AND FLORENCE PLACKE 
MEMORIAL
Placke, Jean
SYL AND MARY PLACKE MEMORIAL
Placke, Jean
ESTHER SCHNEIDER MEMORIAL
Placke, Jean
ANN ELIZABETH “BETTY” SCHWENK 
MEMORIAL
Placke, Jean
JO SCRIPTURE MEMORIAL
Wanitschke, Donna 
JANE (EASLEY) SEIM MEMORIAL
Roberts, Stephanie
MICHAEL ‘MIKE’ SEIM MEMORIAL
Roberts, Stephanie
BILL SHOMSHOR MEMORIAL
Placke, Jean
LUCY BELLE SIMON MEMORIAL
Placke, Jean
PAM SNOW MEMORIAL
Hoch, Janie and Harry Jr.
Placke, Deacon Don and Jan
Reilly, John and Barbara
Wojcik, Tim and Jolene
KONGMANY (MANIVONG) 
SOUVANNASOTH MEMORIAL
Alberts, Gregory and Jennifer

Connick, Brandon and Stephanie
Gellatly, Sean and Jackie
Hanssen, G.H. and Dee
Manivong, Phou and Morganne
Maser, Matthew and Kristen
McFarland, Hank and Kathy
Schumann, Howard
Wojcik, Tim and Jolene
DOLORES (MCNELIS) STAFFORD 
MEMORIAL
Placke, Jean
TROY STRATMAN MEMORIAL
Botcher, Steven
PAM SWANSON MEMORIAL
Hiller, Timothy and Marilyn
MARY LOU SWEENEY MEMORIAL 
Sindelar, Francis and Rose Ann
JOHN ‘JACK’ TAGEL MEMORIAL
Placke, Jean
Tagel, Pam 
PATRICIA VEJVODA MEMORIAL
Placke, Jean
BERNARD AND ANN VOLKL 
MEMORIAL
Placke, Jean
KATHLEEN WHETSTONE MEMORIAL
Placke, Jean
JIM WIECK MEMORIAL
Placke, Jean
Stepanek, Matthew and Christine
THOMAS WIECK MEMORIAL
Wenzl, Michael and Jean
Leschinsky, Anita 
BOB WIESE MEMORIAL
Bauer, Louis and Mary
Clyne, Todd and Kelsey
Croghan, John and Krista
Dexter, Ryan and Laura
Dolton, Richard and Gloria
Engle, Jordan and Jenna
Grosch, F. Douglas and Korlyn
Hahn, Douglas
Iverson, Nadine
Jakob, Dennis and Janis
Jensen, Tom and Loretta
Kluthe, Dale and Kathleen
Knuth, Glenn
Koubek, Dave and Kris
Lind, Margaret
McLellan, Bill 
Miller, Mark and Renee
O’Connor, Raymond and Jennifer
Price, John and Linda
Stepanek, Rick and Mary Ann
Wenzl, Pat and Linda
Wiese, Joan
Zeleski, Tim & Terri
TONY WRAY MEMORIAL
Wray, Frank
DOUG ZASTROW MEMORIAL
Kenney, Annette
Zastrow, David and Luann
Zastrow, Stuart and Michelle
RICHARD ZASTROW MEMORIAL
Zastrow, David and Luann
Zastrow, Stuart and Michelle

MEMORIALS SEPTEMBER 16, 2022 - FEBRUARY 24, 2023
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