
✅ Senior Year Checklist 

Fall (August – October) 

​Meet with your school counselor to review graduation requirements. 
​Finalize college list (reach, match, and safety schools). 
​Register for ACT/SAT (if needed for your schools). 
​Start applications (Common App or individual college portals). 
​Ask teachers/counselors for recommendation letters early. 
​Update resume (clubs, work, volunteer, sports). 
​Research and begin applying for scholarships (local, state, national). 
​Write and revise essays. 
​Attend college fairs and info sessions. 

Winter (November – January) 

​Submit college applications (early decision, early action, or regular deadlines). 
​Submit FAFSA (opens October 1). 
​Apply for scholarships (many deadlines start in Dec/Jan). 
​Request transcripts from your school. 
​Check email and portals regularly for college updates. 

Spring (February – April) 

​Continue applying for scholarships (deadlines often extend through spring). 
​Compare financial aid offers from colleges. 
​Make final college decision by May 1 (National Decision Day). 
​Submit housing applications & deposits (if living on campus). 
​Notify schools you are not attending out of courtesy. 

End of Senior Year (May – June) 

​Stay on top of grades (final transcript matters). 
​Attend graduation rehearsal & complete school checkout procedures. 
​Submit a final transcript to your chosen college. 
​Thank teachers, counselors, and mentors who helped you. 
​Set up college email/account access. 
​Apply for summer jobs or internships. 
​Prepare essentials for college (dorm shopping list, financial planning, health records, 
etc.). 
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