
✅ Junior Year Checklist (Before Senior Year) 

Academic & Coursework 

​Meet with your counselor to review graduation requirements. 
​Keep grades strong — junior year GPA is crucial for college admissions. 
​Take challenging courses (honors, dual credit, college level if possible). 
​Ask for help/tutoring early if grades slip. 

College & Career Planning 

​Start researching colleges, trade schools, or career paths. 
​Make a list of “reach,” “match,” and “safety” schools. 
​Explore careers that match your interests/skills (use career interest surveys). 
​Attend college fairs, career days, or campus tours. 

Testing 

​Register and prepare for the ACT or SAT (spring of junior year is common). 
​Consider taking the PSAT in the fall (to qualify for National Merit). 

Activities & Resume Building 

​Stay involved in extracurriculars, clubs, sports, or volunteering. 
​Take on leadership roles if possible. 
​Start building a resume of your achievements and activities. 

College Application Prep 

​Request recommendation letters from teachers before the year ends. 
​Keep track of volunteer hours, jobs, and awards. 
​Organize a calendar with upcoming college deadlines. 

Financial & Scholarships 

​Talk with parents/guardians about college finances and savings. 
​Begin researching scholarships you can apply for as a junior. 
​ Learn about financial aid (FAFSA opens Oct. 1 of senior year). 

 



Summer Before Senior Year 

​Visit colleges in person or virtually. 
​Finalize a list of colleges/programs you want to apply to. 
​Work, volunteer, or complete an internship for experience. 
​Continue test prep if retaking SAT/ACT in the fall. 
​Organize important documents (transcripts, test scores, resume). 

 


	✅ Junior Year Checklist (Before Senior Year) 
	Academic & Coursework 
	College & Career Planning 
	Testing 
	Activities & Resume Building 
	College Application Prep 
	Financial & Scholarships 
	 
	Summer Before Senior Year 


