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Connecting Kids
From K-12

by Hannah Liske

ith the addition of the new
elementary school, comes
changes and new opportu-

nities for GICC’s high school students.
A new program titled Crusader Care
had the chance to start this past fall
semester. High school students in-

volved in the program watch over and
spend time with elementary kids who
are not able to be picked up once the
school day has ended. Bambi Yax (11)
and Emely Gutierrez (12) are two high
school students who participate in
Crusader Care.

Bambi Yax (11)

“I got the offer of Crusader Care and
I'had already had 5 years prior of work-
ing with kids doing stuff like working
with kids at my church and babysitting
so I knew I would be good for the job!
The kids are super friendly to me and
like to play with me it’s really fun,” Yax
shared.

Crusader Care is not only a fun
environment for the kids, but also for
the high schoolers who work there. For
many of them, working with kids is
something that they’d love to do as a
career.

“The program has given me really
good insight into what my future as an
elementary school teacher would be
like, especially as I look towards it. It's
also really nice getting to make a posi-
tive impact on the kids by helping them
with things they’re struggling with,
playing games, and being supportive,”
Gutierrez expressed.

Crusader Care is a learning expe-
rience for everyone, as it teaches the
high schoolers responsibility and how
to handle situations, especially with
different kids. It is a great opportunity
for students looking into working with
kids in the future.

“I think the great thing about work-
ing with kids is that although they are
cute and adorable, you still end up
learning a lot from them, especially
with their different personalities, strug-
gles, and how differently each one of
them reacts to things,” Gutierrez stated.

As the year has progressed, each ele-
mentary schooler and high schooler has
found what their favorite thing about
the program is. For some, it is recess or
playing games, and for others, it may
just be getting to spend time with other
students of all ages.

“My favorite part of Crusader Care
is most likely spending time with the
kids, they are very sweet and always
make me laugh and it’s fun to play with

them because they are so creative. I
feel that the kids enjoy being with their
friends or creating new bonds with oth-
er kids that aren’t in their own grade
and would never expect to be friends
with,” Yax explained.

This program has been a great ex-
perience for so many. It has had such a
positive impact on both the high school
students and elementary students in-
volved, and many hope it will continue

to do so in years to come.

Emely Gutierrez (12)
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Speech: The Season So far

by Emily ye

his year’s Speech season has
Tbeen something to celebrate! We

have more Crusaders participat-
ing this year than the three prior years,
with the team placing in top three at
nearly every meet against Class A and
B schools,” voiced Janelle Armstrong
(Coach).

2025 has been a huge year for the
GICC Speech Team, as the team has
more students and coaches than in
previous years. The Speech Season
started in January and goes until the
end of March with meets almost every
weekend, although the GICC Team
started their discussions on speech way
before then. Dr. Engle, the GICC Speech
Team’s head coach, put the thought of
speech in young minds in preparation
for this season.

“This is my sixth year as the head
coach here, and prior to that, I've been
an assistant coach at a different school,”
expressed Dr. Engle (F).

Dr. Engle’s experience in this field
has helped students to go to State Com-
petitions, get more medals than ever,
and improve their overall speaking
skills. Through the process of coaching
kids and pushing them to succeed, Dr.
Engle has learned to run a team effec-
tively and efficiently.

“Every group of kids is different,
and every group of kids has differ-
ent needs with coaches and different
talents, strengths and weaknesses, so
I've learned a lot about being flexible as
a coach and working hard to meet the
individual needs of each kid and each
group of kids.” expressed Dr. Engle.

This year, the speech team has four
coaches, including Dr. Engle, Mrs.
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Granstrom (F), Mrs.Armstrong (F), and
Mrs.Acino (F). Therefore, this year,
there have been more perspectives and
practice times open to kids, and they
have improved at a faster rate with
more ideas. This has made speech more
fun with the competitive atmosphere,
while still being successful.

“It's been an amazing experience
working alongside such talented coach-
es as Dr. Engle, Mrs. Granstorm, and
Mrs. Acino. We each bring a unique
background and skillset to the mix, and
we love to collaborate our ideas to help
the speakers with their speeches and
individual presentation styles,” Mrs.
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Armstrong described.

With all of the coaches hard at work,
kids are willing to do more events as
there is a multitude of available help.

“I have participated in informative
speaking for four years, and this is my
first year participating in persuasive
speaking. Speech is an excellent way
for me to learn to deal with waking up
early, place myself out of my comfort
zone, form friendships, and, of course,
win hardware,” stated Thomas Arm-
strong (12).

Armstrong has been to state com-
petitions in previous years and has
medaled twice in Informative Speaking.
This will be Armstrong’s last year of
speech at GICC. As a senior, he has
learned valuable lessons that will help
him in the future and will be passed
down to future GICC Speech members.

“The upperclassmen on the team
add a lot to our squad. They love to
entertain us with stories and do a great
job lending advice to the younger
competitors. This year, they have led
vocab warm-ups as a team, and the
seniors have led a couple, making our
team laugh and showing us to not take
things too seriously,” Kenley Bogner
(10) shared.

This year, the speech season has
done amazing things for the Crusader
family, such as improving individuals’
speaking skills, growing as a family,
or winning impressive amounts of
hardware; GICC has one ultimate goal
for 2025...

“To win a state championship,” Dr.
Engle declared.

March 31. 2025
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2025 SuperBowl: A Showcase of
Stars

by Madison Graybill

he 2025 Super Bowl occurred in
I New Orleans on February 9th,

2025. It was an exciting matchup
between the Kansas City Chiefs and
the Philadelphia Eagles. This major
event not only showcased an incredible
game between two strong teams but
also featured a thrilling halftime show
and an impressive audience. Together,
these elements made the Super Bowl
a success, representing the pinnacle of
American sports and culture.

The game itself was a capti-
vating contest. The Chiefs had a strong
season, led by their star quarterback,
Patrick Mahomes, but the Eagles, who
showcased their top-of-the-line defen-
sive tactics, were too much for them to
handle. The Eagles ultimately emerged
with a 40-22 win over the Chiefs and
stopped the Chiefs from making his-
tory as the first team to win the Super
Bowl three times in a row.

The game united people across the
nation, with over 127 million peo-
ple tuning in to watch. While many
watched for their love of football, a
large majority were interested in the
culture the Super Bowl brings.

This year’s halftime show, a riveting
performance by Kendrick Lamar, broke
the record for the most-watched Super
Bowl halftime show in history. Lamar
showcased uniqueness and creativity
in his performance by incorporating
the crowd into his show with light-
up wristbands and featuring surprise
guests.. The energy and excitement
Lamar brought to the stage, paired
with some of his most popular songs,
like “They Not Like Us” and ‘Luther”,
made for an extremely lively per-

formance. Some of the most notable
guests Lamar brought out were the
famous singer SZA, actor Samuel L.
Jackson, and tennis superstar Serena
Williams. These unexpected guests
helped Lamar’s halftime show make
even more of an impact.

Another notable aspect of the Super
Bowl was the celebrities watching
from the stands. One key attendee was
famous singer and songwriter Taylor
Swift. Swift came to support her boy-
friend, Chiefs player Travis Kelce. After
rumors of a post-game proposal spread,
her attendance made headlines. Anoth-
er popular figure at the game was Presi-
dent Donald Trump and his daughter,
Ivanka Trump. This game marked the
first time in history that a sitting presi-
dent attended the Super Bowl.

Ultimately, the 2025 Super Bowl
showcased the best of American sports
and culture. It featured a captivating
game, a riveting halftime show, and
a noteworthy audience. Whether you

Sports Review

watched from the stands or from the
comfort of your own home, this year’s
Super Bowl will go down as one of the
best in history.
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State Ch

by Lexi Puncochar

his school year, the GICC cheer

I team has worked tirelessly

to achieve their goals at State
Cheer. Cheer captains, Delaney Chmel-
ka (11) and Jacie Palik (11) have put in
a lot of work to rally the team and help
everyone achieve their individual goals
and team goals.

“My experience [in cheer] has
changed after becoming captain: I have
to be a lot more responsible! I take
responsibility for all the girls at games
and prepare them for state, I call all of
the cheers and lead stretches and make
sure everyone is in formation” Chmel-
ka explained.

Cheerleaders must work hard to
memorize a choreographed routine and
keep all their skills up to par, including
kicks, jumps, and routine cleanup.

“We have practiced two or three
times a week since August for about an
hour and a half. We work on different
things, like perfecting our routines,
working on jumps and kicks, or just
going over certain parts of our state
routine,” Palik stated.

When it comes to state cheer, you
must have your newly choreographed
routine perfected and it must be dif-
ferent each year. This can be challeng-
ing when it comes to memorization,
especially if you are expected to choreo-
graph the dance for the whole team.

“Our routine this year was really
fun! It was pretty unique. In our cate-
gory (game day) we had a band dance,
offense/defense cheer, crowd cheer, and
we performed the school song. My past
routines have had flags but we did not
this year, I also had one sign and was in
a stunt and shoulder sit this year but in
previous years I had a flag or no sign,”
Chmelka exclaimed.

4
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After critiques can be the most
crucial time during state. You can use
these critiques to better yourself and
help your team if you are a captain.

“All of us thought our performance
at state was amazing. We plan to
use our judge critiques next year to
improve our technique and style of
routine. We will more than likely have
more than 8 people out next year, so
that will lead to more opportunities for
bigger and better things,” Palik shared.

The feedback received post-state is
crucial in improving yourself and the
team. These critiques become especially
imperative if you are a coach or a cap-

Fine Arts

Cheer captains Jacie Palik (11)and Laney Chmelka (11) L to R.
Photos by Arabella Richling,
Sofia Alba-Esparza,
and Lexi Puncochar

tain. Watching other teams can also be
beneficial when trying to come up with
new ideas and seeing what they excel at
can help you know what to fix in your
own routine.

“It was great! We all sat and cheered
on the other teams. everyone is so
talented and it’s so fun to see all of the
uniforms, stunts, and routines other
teams have come up with! Everyone is
really creative and it’s fun to be able to
watch as a team,” Chmelka expressed.

March 31. 2025
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Girl's State Wrestling

by Sofia Alba-Esparza

he 2024-2025 wrestling season
Thas had its rough moments,

but it has also had its successes.
During this wrestling season, Leslie
Garcia (10) and Aviana Mora (10)
punched their ticket to girls’ state
wrestling and are the first from GICC
to do so. Mora and Garcia are return-
ing members of the team who have
practiced and worked hard to get to
this moment.

“Normal school practice usually was
from 3:45 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. and that
was mostly all the practice I used to get
throughout the week at the time. At the
time, I was not in any club to help me
out as well, but at the moment I am, so
I hope next year I come back stronger
and better, but usually, it was always
just about 10 hours a week,” Garcia
stated.

Mora has had a lot of motivation
this year and wanted to try her best
to improve and grow in her wrestling
abilities before the start of the season.

“ I wanted to prove to my coaches
that I'm willing to do whatever it takes
to get what I want and be good at it,”
Mora shared.

She has had a lot of support from many
people throughout the year, such as her
coaches and friends. Mora’s coaches
push her to be better, as they know she
is capable of accomplishing big things.
“My coaches influenced me and always
pushed me to be better. I wanted to
show them that their coaching helped
me improve and that I could do some-
thing big and accomplish something
big as well,” Mora explained.

Garcia, like Mora, has also made new
changes and decisions to refine her
skills and get ready for her next wres-

S

tling season. She decided to join a wres-
tling club, called Legacy Girls Wrestling
that will help her gain strength and
agility.

“T have made new decisions, of

course. My coaches and family both
think I can succeed once again at state
these next two years I have left of high
school to win championships. Before,
I did not think of it as much, but now
that I know what I am capable of and
how far I can get, I want to get better
with my strength and agility, Garcia
stated.

So far, she has had a positive
experience with the club and has
wrestled new opponents to prepare for
the upcoming year. She plans to stay
healthy and in shape while continuing
to focus on school before her third year
of wrestling. She aims to return to state
wrestling next year as part of her goals.
While Mora has also accomplished a lot
of great things this year, she has made
many memories at state wrestling with
her teammates that will last a lifetime.

“My favorite memory would proba-
bly be when I got to share a room with
my best friend Kim. This is my favorite
memory because Kim and I came up
with a plan to put a speaker under
Toad’s bed and play scary sounds to
scare him. It was really funny and we
laughed all night and it brought us clos-
er as friends,” Mora expressed.

She has faced challenges this year
but she never gave up. Mora’s words
of motivation for those who are just
starting out wrestling:

“Never give up, I know it’s hard
and you’ll want to, but trust me it’s all
worth it in the end if you just believe
in yourself and your coaches. Your

Sports

teammates will be there to cheer you
on and you'll be just fine. Also, don’t
skip practice and listen to your coaches
because they know what they're talking
about and their coaching will make you
successful,”

As the season has come to an end,
Garcia feels blessed that she and her
teammates are the first girls at GICC
to make it to state wrestling. She feels
honored to have, made history for
GICC.

“Grand Island Central Catholic is in-
deed a school that has made history for
a super long time now. Knowing that
my teammate and I have made history
to our school once again is truly a bless-
ing and honor to us,” Garcia shared

Leslie Garcia (10)
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Attac

by Molly Graybill

I ong gone are the days of vend-
ing machine snacks, breakfast
foods, and coffee orders filling

the school throughout the day. In early

February, the food ban was called for

all students in middle and high school.

This followed a series of warnings

about keeping food out of classrooms

and throwing away trash, which were
mostly left unheeded.

“[The circumstances leading up to
the food ban were] mostly just people
not taking care of our building. Com-
bine that with the fact that we’ve had a
complete turnover of our custodial staff
this year, it’s just been a challenge to
keep up on doing any cleaning above
and beyond what’s regularly expect-
ed... if [the food ban] is the easiest way
to keep the building clean, that's what
we're going to do,” Dr. Jordan Engle (F)
stated.

Although the change was met with
disagreement from the general stu-
dent body, the new rule may not be as
life-changing as many students found
it to be. Especially for sixth graders like
Aria Alba-Esparza (6) who are new to
the school and the opportunity to have
food in class, the change has been a
small adjustment.

“The food ban has not affected me

as much as I have heard from others.

In addition to improving my eating

habits, I have found that I have more

e . -8

energy,” Abla-Esparza noted.

The ban of food outside of the lunch-
room has changed the way that some
students approach their meals through-
out the day. Instead of having food con-
stantly available, it means that students
have to be more thoughtful about how
and when they’re eating.

“We have a lot of students that eat
too much too often, and I think that
this has made them at least pause for
thought a little bit. I don’t think it’s
necessarily hurt anybody as much as
it’s just made some first-world conve-
niences a little bit more difficult to come
by,” Engle said.

In addition to changing the eating

A photo of the middle school lunch period. Photo by Arushi Birthi

k on Snacks

habits of students, it has also accom-
plished it’s main goal: making the
school a cleaner place for the students,
faculty, and guests that inhabit the
school every day.

“I think that the food ban has been
a positive change, I have seen that the
school has been much cleaner for the
guests coming to our school... I bet that
they have seen this too,” Alba-Esparza
stated.

While the ban on food has been met
with both positive and negative reac-
tions, these feelings may be short-lived.
Depending on the changes the student
body is able to make, this change may
still be lifted in the future.

“We have a lot of students that eat too much too often, and I think that this has
made them at least pause for thought a little bit. I don’t think it’s necessarily hurt

anybody as much as it’s just made some first-world conveniences a little bit more
difficult to come by,” Engle said.

News
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Let Those Colors

By Harrison McClure

Art Club is available to anybody in a
High School grade. As anyone who has
ever visited the Art room, Mr. Chmel-
ka’s room, or the adjoining hallway can
attest, you can see a collage of artworks,
created by students, displayed in and
around the classroom. These works
range from paintings of skies to welded
pieces of metal made in the image of
a scorpion. Through the Art club, stu-
dents are given the opportunity to learn
and express themselves in a space that
promotes friendship and creativity.

“In all honesty, I just go with the
flow, I don’t really have anything that
would inspire me, I just enjoy art.”
Emely Gutierrez(12) divulged.

“Art has impacted my life in many
ways. One of these ways is through my
social life, I would not have as many
friends as I do if it were not for art,”
Lydia Henry (10) commented.

“I chose to join the Art Club because
I'have a strong passion for art, and I
wanted to explore different creative me-
diums and further develop my artistic
skills.” Diana Guerrero (12) said,

Art Class is a mandated course for
some, but when a student reaches the
high school level, they are allowed to
add it to their transcript or to forgo art
entirely. Art class is a curated setting
that inserts creativity into a curriculum
that places more emphasis on learning
fundamentals and techniques. Art Club,
however, introduces students to art
methods that employ the use of some
imagination and specialized tools.

Shine!

“There are quite a few differences
between Art Club and art class. In the
Art Club, you are given unique materi-
als and get more opportunities than in
the art class,” Henry informed.

“The main difference between Art
Club and art class is that in class, I am
given a specific method of art to study
and practice. Whereas in the Art Club
we are able to work with a little bit of
everything and there is more creative
freedom.” Guerrero explained.

Art Club members don’t just create
works of art; they also develop them-

selves further with the support of other

members of the club. The process of
creating brings them together as they
share their love of art and circulate
ideas.

“ What inspires my creative process
in the Art Club is my friends. I often
bounce ideas off them to come up with
what I would be creating.” Henry
mentioned.

“I really enjoy art, so when I found
out there was a club, I joined. I'm glad
I'joined because I get to relax and hang
out with close friends,” Gutierrez
expressed.”

A photo of Diana Guererro on the pottery wheel during the March Art Club meeting.
Photo by Harrison McClure
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State Dance

by Arabella Richling

or the 25th time, the GICC Dance
F Team has secured the state cham-

pionship, continuing their legacy
of hard work. These victories are a
testament of the hard-work, dedication,
and strong bonds the team has built
over the years.

Evie Peterson (12), who has been on
the dance team for four years, reflected
on the preparation needed to win a
state championship, “For state dance,
we practice every Tuesday, Thursday,
and Friday at 6 AM. These practices
are tough because it’s so early, but we
spend our time cleaning the routines so
they are perfect,” Peterson shared.

Beyond the intense practices the
team Peterson focused on strengthen-
ing their teamwork and unity leading
up to State Dance.

“We have a team dinner the night
before and get gifts from our parents.
We talk about mindset and how we are
going to take on the state as a team.”
Peterson relayed.

These pre-competition rituals not
only strengthens the team’s bond but
also increases confidence, ensuring
they step onto the floor as the best

A photo of Cutler Obermiller-Snyder (11) and Evie Peterson (12) posing at the GICC

Boy’s Varsity Basketball game against Lexington. Photo by Emily Ye.

dancer they can be.

At State Dance, each dancer would
showcase two routines: pom and jazz.
Each routine with its own energy and
style. “My favorite routine is state
jazz because it is a time where I can
be expressive and connect with my
teammates. I get to move the audience
with emotion,” Peterson said, “Our
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pom dance differs from our jazz by
how sharp and defined it is. Being a
completely different style, we dance
to upbeat music and hit a series of
movements all while holding poms.”
Being able to master both pom and jazz
showcases the dancers’ talent and skill.
Dance Team teaches you important
skills that will carry you through life:
leadership, discipline, and adaptabili-
ty. Peterson reflected on how she will
incorporate these skills into her future.
“Since I am going into musical the-
atre, being on the dance team has pre-
pared me for discipline and equipped
me with the dance skills to set me apart
from others. Also, I have learned so
much about leadership and teamwork
within my four years” Peterson said.
With another state championship
added to the long list of achievements
the GICC dance team continues to set
the bar and inspire generations of danc-
ers and athletes.
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